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“Thinking Like a Christian”  

 

A recent survey by the Public Religion Research Institute stated that sixty-five Percent of 

the population of the United States claimed to be Christian.  This number was at eighty-five 

percent in the year 1990.  Another more recent survey by George Barna says that while sixty-

five percent of Americans claim to be Christians only a mere six percent actually live with a 

biblical worldview.  The book “Thinking Like a Christian” by David Knoebel is a great tool in 

helping determine the criteria necessary to have an accurate biblical worldview.  In this essay, I 

will investigate the main points used by Knoebel in his book to determine what it truly means to 

think like a Christian.     

Theology is what makes Christianity different from every other religion in the world.  

Theology is the study of existence, nature, and attributes of God.  The Bible claims that God, 

along with the Son and the Holy Spirit which exist as one in the trinity created the world and 

everything in it.  God is a holy being meaning it is impossible for him to sin.  Two more very 

important attributes of God are being all-knowing and all-powerful.  The basic meaning of 

philosophy asks the questions, “What is real, and how do I know it is real?”  In the Christian 

worldview the most important philosophical truth is that Jesus is the Logos of God.  The word 

Logos is Greek for word or speech.  Logos also refers to divine order, or that God spoke and 

existence came from him.  This type of belief is referred to as supernaturalism, or the belief that 

a being higher than man exists and is responsible for creation.  Many atheist philosophers and 



other critics claimed that the philosophy of supernaturalism is unscientific, but it has been 

proved over and over again to be consistent with findings in science and history. 

Having a Christian worldview is not only about having the right philosophical beliefs, but 

also acting on those beliefs.  Ethics are very important when obtaining a biblical worldview.  God 

is a perfect being, and the character of God is what we should strive for.  Because we are born 

into sin, (according to the doctrine of original sin which states we are born sinners), we are 

separated from God, but through his mercy we were saved by grace through faith.  Arguably the 

thing that has troubled believers for the past few centuries the most is some scientist's theories 

about creation.  From a biblical worldview we know that God created earth and everything in it, 

and everything that happens is part of his sovereign plan.  Many Christians began straying from 

the truth by adopting the theories and beliefs of Charles Darwin and other atheist Scientists and 

philosophers.  As we read the whole message of the Bible Creationism completely undermines 

evolutionism.  Evolution is constantly disproved by scientists and theologians, but still, many 

choose to deny the truth.   

In every other religion in the world, you can reach salvation by doing some good work or 

paying a large sum, but Christianity is much different.  Having a Christian worldview of 

psychology means that you are aware of your sinfulness, and know you are nothing apart from 

God.  We cannot be saved without realizing our sin and turning away to God.  Charles L. Allen an 

American minister once said, “The very essence of religion is to adjust the mind and soul of 

man... Healing means bringing the person into a right relationship with the physical, mental, and 

spiritual laws of God.”  Christian sociology is also important to have when obtaining a biblical 

worldview.   Many Christians today also struggle telling apart Christian sociology from atheistic 

sociology.  Christian sociology affirms an individual’s free will and choice between right and 

wrong, but an atheistic view is that society determines our actions.  Christian sociology takes a 



very optimistic view.  It accepts the fact that God granted grace to us in spite of our countless 

failures.   

Obeying the law is not only important to Christians, but also to any good citizen who is 

conscious of, and obedient to their country’s set of laws.  The original laws were based on God’s 

unchanging character as a foundation rather than basing them off sinful man's character which 

changes with every new generation.  God gave us laws to restore peace and legislative bodies to 

help hold us accountable for our rebellious actions.  Throughout the Bible, it is evident that 

when societies are obedient and listen to God they thrive.  In the Bible, the Government is also 

described as being an institution established by God for the primary purpose of promoting 

justice for its citizens.  This does not mean if a government leader tells you to worship an idol 

you do it.  This is just the basis on why government was created.  We should follow those 

appointed over us always unless they are making us stray from God.  The Founding Fathers of 

the United States knew that power corrupted even some of the greatest men.  They devised a 

system of checks and balances in the Government so that no one man or group would get too 

much power.   

Many Christians hold different views when it comes to economics and what is the most 

biblical.  The Bible as a whole supports a system that values private property and work ethic.  

Some Christians argue that socialism or communism is a more desirable means of an economy, 

but in Acts it says that people should have the freedom to own and sell private property.  For 

hundreds of years different kingdoms have experimented with socialism and have miserably 

failed.  The Gospel was fulfilled whenever Christ died and resurrected from the cross, and 

because of this history plays a huge part in having a biblical worldview.   Christians believe that 

the Bible is God’s word grounded in history.  Archeology and other secular writings have backed 



up historical facts from the Bible for thousands of years.  The Christian view of history centers 

mainly on the reliability of the Bible, and not a single error has been found.   

It is very difficult to live and think like a Christian when we are constantly surrounded by 

evil and worldly desires.  That is why God gives us many tools to keep us from straying from him.  

As Christians we are not only called to think like God, but also to expand our biblical worldview 

to everyone we can.  We must always be vigilant and know what we believe lest we become 

wrapped up in the evil ways of the world.  Lies are constantly spread regarding Christianity.  This 

is why we must be sound in what we believe and have a biblical worldview.  Paul warns us about 

the deceitful ways of man in Colossians 2:8 saying, “See to it that no one takes you captive by 

philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits 

of the world, and not according to Christ.”  After studying through “Thinking Like a Christian”, I 

now understand much more about what it means to have a biblical worldview in today’s society.   

 

 

 

 


